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Ancient Near Eastern Fonts by ScryptoArt.com are unique in that they take into account the required versatility when working with ancient scripts. The unique features of these fonts are as follows: 

1. This font is designed to work in conjunction with your word processing program, especially Microsoft Word. Each sign is actually a small image file that is inserted into a word document. This divorces the signs from the values on your keyboard and allows for the insertion of ALL signs in a given script. The number of signs available is not limited by the number of different keys on your keyboard. 

2. Each sign is saved as a separate file, and separately under EACH of its values. If a sign has multiple values, it will be saved multiple times in the file list. Each file is named according to its syllabic or logographic value. This allows you to insert a sign based on the value it has in the text with which you are working, instead of its most common value. No more searching through sign lists or hitting your keyboard hoping to get the right sign! 

3. Size: The Neo-Assyrian font is present in two sizes for convenience. If you desire an even larger or smaller size, each sign is inserted into your word processing document as an image file, so you will be able to adjust the size of each sign as you see fit within your document. (see instructions below on re-sizing signs)

________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE:

1. Conventions: 

Note that because symbols are used in the filenames for special transliteration characters, signs that begin with these values will be out of alphabetical sequence in the file list (except for the apostrophe, they appear at the beginning of the file list). 

a) Special Characters:

shin = $ (dollar sign)

dot s = & (ampersand)

dot t = + (plus sign)

ayin = ' (apostrophe)

loop h = h (regular h)

b) Numbers: instead of using the accent system for numbers, the numbers themselves are used here, e.g. ni2, ni3 etc. 

c) Sign Variations: Where a given value is represented by more than one sign it is simply listed as [sign] var1. So for example the 2 variations for the logogram ILIMMU are listed as [ILIMMU] and [ILUMMU var1]. If you insert a sign and it is not the one you expect, check to see if it has variations. They should be listed right next to each other in the file list. Word actually shows you a little preview of the sign before it inserts it so you should be able to see what sign it is before you insert it.

2. To insert a sign: 

In Microsoft Word: In your Microsoft Word document, click on Insert > Picture > From File. Locate the file you wish to insert in the drop down list. If you are working from the CD you will open your CD ROM drive, then the font you wish to work with, (if you are working with the Neo-Assyrian font choose smaller or larger size), and then the file with the value you are looking for. If you will be inserting more than one sign, I recommend you enable the Picture Tool Bar to allow one-touch insertion. To enable the Picture Toolbar: Click on View > Toolbars > Picture. Now when you click the insert picture icon (the first icon on the left) it should take you automatically to your sign folder and you can insert as many signs as you need to more rapidly. Instead of browsing through all of the files until you see the one you want, you can also type in the value of the sign you are looking for (this also avoids the problem of signs containing $, &, + and ' being out of alphabetical sequence). To resize your sign, simply click on it and drag on a corner to make it larger or smaller. The signs are in quite high resolution, so you should be able to print larger signs without much of a loss in detail.

In WordPerfect: Click on Insert > Graphics > From File. Locate the file you wish to insert in the drop down list. If you are working from the CD you will click on your CD ROM drive, then the font you wish to work with, (if you are working with the Neo-Assyrian font choose smaller or larger size), and then the file with the value you are looking for. Instead of browsing through all of the files until you see the one you want, you can also type in the value of the sign you are looking for. Unfortunately, WordPerfect insists on inserting graphics at a monstrous size. You will have to resize each sign as you insert it (this problem does not occur in Microsoft Word). [If you know of a way to have the signs inserted at a reasonable printing size, please email me at postmaster@scryptoart.com!] To resize a sign: Click on the sign. Click on one of the corner points and drag until the sign is the size you desire. I do not know of an insert picture icon or toolbar in WordPerfect to expedite insertion. [If you know of a way to expedite the insertion of signs in WordPerfect, please email me at postmaster@scryptoart.com!] The signs are in quite high resolution, so you should be able to print larger signs without much of a loss in detail.
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Please send questions, comments, errors and recommendations to: postmaster@scryptoart.com

